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FOR AN ACT relating to energency nedical services;

sections 71-5185, 71- 8249, and 71-8252, Rei ssue

Statutes of Nebraska; to authorize the release of

informati on as prescribed; to change provisions
regi onal trauma advisory boards; and to repeal
secti ons.

Be it enacted by the people of the State of Nebraska,
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Section 1. Section 71-5185, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

71-5185. (1) No patient data received or recorded by an
energency nmedical service or an out-of-hospital energency care
provi der shall be divulged, nmade public, or released by an energency
medi cal service or an out-of-hospital energency care provider, except
that patient data my be released to the a receiving |licensed
health care facility, to the departnent for public health purposes,
upon the witten authorization of the patient who is the subject of
the record, or as otherwise permtted by law For purposes of this
section, patient data neans any data received or recorded as part of
the records mai ntenance requirenents of the Emergency Medical Services
Act .

(2) Patient data received by the departnment shall be
confidential with release only (a) in aggregate data reports created
by the departnment on a periodic basis or at the request of an
i ndividual ;e (b) as case-specific data to approved researchers

for specific research projects, (c) as protected health information

to a public health authority, as such terns are defined under the

federal Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996

and (d) as protected health information., as defined under the federa

Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, to an

energency nedi cal service, to an out-of-hospital energency care

provider, or to a licensed health care facility for purposes of

treatnent. A record nay be shared with the energency nedical service

or out - of - hospi t al energency care _ provider t hat reported that

specific record. Approved resear chers shal | nmai nt ai n t he
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confidentiality of the data, and researchers shall be approved in the

same manner as described in section 81-666. Aggregate reports shall be

public docunent s. Erergency—redical—servce-speeifiec——data—and
e ol L T I

(3) No civil or crimnal liability of any kind or character
for damages or other relief or penalty shall arise or be enforced
against any person or organization by reason of having provided
pati ent data pursuant to this section.

Sec. 2. Section 71-8249, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebr aska, is anmended to read:

71-8249. (1) Al data collected wunder section 71-8248
shall be held confidential pursuant to sections 81-663 to 81-675.
Confidential patient nedical record data shall only be released as
(a) dass I, Il, or IV nedical records under sections 81-663 to

81-675, _(b) agaregate data to the regional trauma system quality

assurance program and the regional traunma advisory boards, (c) as

protected health information to a public health authority, as such

ternms are defined under the federal Health Insurance Portability and

Accountability Act of 1996, and (d) as protected health information,

as defined under the federal Health |Insurance Portability and

Accountability Act of 1996, to an energency nedical service, to an

out-of -hospital energency care provider, to a licensed health care

facility, or to a center that wll treat or has treated a specific

patient.

A record nmay be shared with the energency nedical service,
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the out-of-hospital energency provider, the licensed health care
facility, or center t hat reported t hat specific record

(2) Patient care quality assurance proceedings, records,
and reports devel oped pursuant to this section and section 71-8248 are
confidential and are not subject to discovery by subpoena or
adm ssi ble as evidence in any civil action, except pursuant to a court
order which provides for the protection of sensitive information of
interested parties, including the departnent, pursuant to section
25-12,123.

Sec. 3. Section 71-8252, Reissue Revised Statutes of
Nebraska, is anmended to read:

71-8252. The regi onal trauma advi sory boar ds:

(1) Shall advise the departnent on nmatters relating to the
delivery of trauma care services wthin the trauma care region

(2) Shall previde evaluate data and provide analysis

required by the departnment to assess the effectiveness of the
statew de traunma systeny and

(3) May apply for, receive, and accept gifts and other
paynments, including property and services, from any governmental or
other public or private entity or person and may nmke arrangenents as
to the use of these receipts, including any activities related to the
desi gn, maintenance, or enhancenents of the statew de trauma systemin
the trauma care region. Regional trauma advisory boards shall report
in the regional budget the amount, source, and purpose of all gifts
and paynents.

Sec. 4. Oiginal sections 71-5185, 71-8249, and 71-8252,

Rei ssue Revi sed Statutes of Nebraska, are repeal ed.
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